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DEVELOPMENT OF MALAYSIAN STANDARDS

The Department of Standards Malaysia (DSM) is the national standardisation and

accreditation body.

The main function of the Department is to foster and promote standards,

standardisation and accreditation as a means of advancing the national economy,

promoting industrial efficiency and development, benefiting the health and safety of

the public, protecting the consumers, facilitating domestic and international trade and

furthering international cooperation in relation to standards and standardisation.

Malaysian Standards are developed through consensus by committees which

comprise of balanced representation of producers, users, consumers and others with

relevant interests, as may be appropriate to the subject in hand. To the greatest

extent possible, Malaysian Standards are aligned to or are adoption of international

standards. Approval of a standard as a Malaysian Standard is governed by the

Standards of Malaysia Act 1996 (Act 549). Malaysian Standards are reviewed

periodically. The use of Malaysian Standards is voluntary except in so far as they are

made mandatory by regulatory authorities by means of regulations, local by-laws or

any other similar ways.

The Department of Standards appoints SIRIM Berhad as the agent to develop

Malaysian Standards. The Department also appoints SIRIM Berhad as the agent for

distribution and sale of Malaysian Standards.

For further information on Malaysian Standards, please contact:

Department of Standards Malaysia OR SIRIM Berhad
Level 1 & 2, Block C4, Parcel C (Company No. 367474 - V)
Federal Government Administrative Centre 1, Persiaran Dato’ Menteri
62502 Putrajaya P.O. Box 7035, Section 2
MALAYSIA 40911 Shah Alam

Selangor D.E.

Tel:  60 3 88858000 Tel:  60 3 5544 6000
Fax: 60 3 88885060 Fax: 60 3 5510 8095

http://www.dsm.gov.my http://www.sirim.my
E-mail: central@dsm.gov.my
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FOREWORD

This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Working Group on Visual Strength Grading of
Tropical Hardwood, supervised by the Technical Committee on Timber and Timber Products
under the authority of the Building and Civil Engineering Industry Standards Committee.
Development of this standard was carried out by the Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB)
which is the Standards-Writing Organisation (SWO) appointed by SIRIM Berhad to develop
standards for the timber industry.

This is a new Malaysian Standard that supersedes Section J (Stress grading) of the
'Malaysian grading rules for sawn hardwood timber (1984)', which was intended for scantlings
used as structural members in the timber construction that have been designed by
engineering calculations.  In addition, HS (Hardwood Structural) grade has been incorporated
in this standard to cater for the need of users of Malaysian hardwoods, primarily for use in
structural glue-lamination, the grade stresses of which are given in MS 544: Part 3:2001,
'Permissible stress design of glued laminated timber'. The grading of HS grade timber also
complies with EN 518, 'Structural timber grading - Requirements for visual strength grading
standards'.

A number of characteristics of Malaysian hardwoods which may be considered as defects
from an appearance grading point of view, such as stains not associated with decay, and pin
holes, can be accommodated in structural materials with little or no less in strength. However,
certain characteristics such as slope of grain, requires care as this strongly influences
strength. Consequently, specific rules for structural grading are desirable for efficient use.

Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal
obligations.
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