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FOREWORD

This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Working Group on Precious Metals under the
authority of the Chemical and Materials Industry Standards Committee.

This Malaysian Standard is the first revision of MS 1247:1993, Code of practice on the
description and marking of articles of, or containing precious metal.

Major modifications in this revision are as follows:

a) deletion of Clause 2.4 Carat;
b) introduction of Clause 2 on Normative references; and
C) addition of parameters for palladium.

This Malaysian Standard cancels and replaces MS 1247:1993.

Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal
obligations.
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DESCRIPTION AND MARKING OF ARTICLES OF, OR CONTAINING
PRECIOUS METAL - CODE OF PRACTICE
(FIRST REVISION)

1. Scope

This Malaysian Standard deals with the description and marking of articles of, or containing,
precious metals. It does not cover articles which are intended to be used for medical, dental,
veterinary, scientific and industrial purposes.

2. Normative references

The following normative references are indispensable for the application of this standard. For
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the

normative reference (including any amendments) applies.

Peraturan-Peraturan Perihal Dagangan Artikel-artikel yang dibuat daripada Logam Berharga)
1994

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this standard, the following definitions apply.
3.1  Precious metal

Gold, silver, platinum, palladium or their alloys.

3.2 White gold

Gold and other metals such as palladium, silver, nickel, zinc or various combinations of these
metals which imparts a whitish colour to the alloy.

3.3 Fineness

The number of parts by weight of pure gold or silver or platinum or palladium in 1 000 parts by
weight of precious metal.

3.4 Base metal
Any metal other than precious metals.
3.5 Filled

An article to indicate that materials other than base metal are wholly or mainly enclosed by
precious metals.
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4. Expression of fineness
4.1 Fineness of an article shall be expressed in Arabic numerals.

4.2 The Arabic numerals in relief shall be surrounded by a symbol indicating the nature of the
precious metal as follows:

- for gold articles
- for silver articles

[ ]

O
- for platinum articles <>
-

- for palladium articles

4.3 Examples of expression of fineness

4.3.1 Gold articles of the standard of fineness 750.

750

4.3.1.1 In the case of the standard of fineness 916.6, it shall be marked as follows:

916

4.3.2 Silver articles of the standard of fineness 925.

4.3.2.1 In the case of the standard of fineness 958.4, it shall be marked as follows:

4.3.3 Platinum articles of the standard of fineness 950.

9

4.3.4 Palladium articles of the standard of fineness 500.

4.4 Each numerical mark specified shall not be smaller than 0.6 mm in height and width [refer
Act Clause 4(3) of Peraturan-Peraturan Perihal Dagangan Artikel-artikel yang dibuat daripada
Logam Berharga) 1994]
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4.5 Articles of precious metal shall be marked according to the standards of fineness as given
in Clause 5.

4.6 The fineness of any article of precious metal, which is of a fineness higher than a
standard for that metal given in Clause 4 but lower than the next higher standard of fineness
shall be regarded as being of the nearest lower standard as given in Clause 5.

4.7 The fineness of all parts of the article, except where solder is used under conditions as
described in 10.2 shall be not less than the fineness of the expressed value.

5. Standard of fineness

Articles of precious metals shall be manufactured to the following standards of fineness only, as
mentioned below:

5.1 For gold

The standards of fineness shall be 999, 950, 916.6, 875, 835, 750, 585 or 375.
5.2 For silver

The standards of fineness shall be 958.4, 925, 835, 830 or 800.

5.3 For platinum

The standard of fineness shall be 950, 900 or 850.

5.4 For palladium

The standard of fineness shall be 950 or 500.

6. Minimum standard of fineness

Minimum standard of fineness in relation to gold means the standard of 375, for silver the
standard of 800, for platinum the standard of 850 and for palladium the standard of 500.

Articles of a fineness less than that of the minimum standard of fineness shall not be sold under
the name of gold, silver, platinum or palladium, as the case may be.

7. Marking of articles made of two or more precious metals

In the case of articles made up of separate precious metal parts, the general rule is that as long
as more than fifty percent by weight of the article is of one precious metal, the article shall be
marked on that predominant precious metal part with the description appropriate for that metal.

NOTE. For the purposes of Clause 6, the weight of the precious metal parts may be determined based on the standard
of fineness of the precious metals used.

7.1  Where gold parts exceed fifty percent by weight of a whole article, which also contains
platinum but not silver parts, the gold part shall be marked as if it comprises a separate article.

3
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7.2  Where silver parts exceed fifty percent by weight of a whole article which also contains
gold or platinum parts or both, the silver part shall be marked as if it comprises a separate
article.

7.3 Where platinum parts exceeds fifty percent by weight of a whole article which also
contains gold or silver or both, the platinum part shall be marked as if it comprises of a separate
article.

7.4 Where palladium parts exceeds fifty percent by weight of a whole article which also
contains gold or silver or both, the palladium part shall be marked as if it comprises a separate
article.

7.5 Where any small working parts (which for technical reasons cannot be made of the same
standard of fineness or of the same precious metal as the remainder of the article) form part of
an article of which the remainder is of a higher standard of fineness or of a more precious metal,
the part which is of the higher standard of fineness or (as the case may be) of the more
precious metal shall be marked as if it comprises a separate article.

The parts which are of the lower standard of fineness or of the less precious metal shall be
marked according to the metal of which these parts are made. In cases where the parts are of
a lower standard of fineness and or are too small for marking [refer to Act Clause 4(4)
Peraturan-Peraturan Perihal Dagangan Artikel-artikel yang dibuat daripada Logam Berharga)
1994], they shall be exempted from the marking requirement.

NOTE. Platinum may be deemed more precious than gold, palladium or silver and gold be deemed more precious than
palladium or silver. Palladium deemed more precious than silver.

7.6 Where any article of silver is coated in whole or in part with gold, the article shall be
marked as if it comprises only of silver.

7.7 Where any article of gold, silver, platinum or palladium is coated in whole or in part with

rhodium, the article shall be marked as if it comprises only of gold, silver, platinum or palladium
as the case may be.

8. Marking of articles made of precious metal and other materials

8.1 Base metal shall be used only when it is required to fulfil the purpose for which the article
is designed.

8.2 Base metal shall not be soldered to the precious metal.
8.3 Base metal shall not be used for strengthening, weighting or filling purposes.

8.4 The base metal parts shall be clearly distinguished in appearance (either by colour or by
having the word "metal" struck on them) from the precious metal part.

8.5 The description mark appropriate to the standard of fineness of the precious metal shall
appear on the precious metal part only.

8.6 Where materials, other than base metals are wholly or mainly enclosed, the article shall
be marked with the word "filled".
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8.7 Non-metallic parts should be clearly distinguishable from the precious metal. They are
not to be plated or coloured to resemble precious metals and their extent should be clearly
visible.

9. Marking on articles

Precious metal part shall be clearly and indelibly marked, engraved or stamped with the
following information:

i) marking of standard of fineness as specified in Clause 4;
i) name or trademark or other identifying mark of the manufacturer; and

iii) the word "gold", "silver", "platinum" or "palladium” may be used on an article plated with
gold, silver, platinum or palladium, if the word "plated" is used immediately after the word of the
precious metal. The word "plated” should be at least as large as the word "gold", "silver"
"platinum” or "palladium”, as the case may be. Numerical marking as described in 4.2 for such
plated articles shall not be allowed.

10. The use of coatings

10.1  Coating of precious metal shall not be added to base metal part of an article.

10.2 Coating may be added to the whole or any part of:

a) an article of gold, if the coating is of gold of a fineness not less than that of the article;

b) an article of silver, if the coating is of silver of a fineness not less than that of the article;

c) an article of silver, if the coating is of gold of not less than a fineness of 375; or

d) an article of gold, silver, platinum or palladium, if the coating is of rhodium.

11. The use of solder

11.1  Solder shall be used in quantities not more than necessary to join parts of an article.
11.2  The fineness of the solder shall be as follows:

a) For gold article

i) If the article has a fineness of 999, the fineness of the solder shall not be less than 950.
ii) If the article has a fineness of 950, the fineness of the solder shall not be less than 875.

i) If the article has a fineness 916.6, 875 or 835 the fineness of the solder shall not be less
than 835.
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iv) For articles of standard of fineness below 835, the fineness of the solder shall be of the
same standard of fineness as the gold article.

v) If the article is of filigree work or a watch case of a fineness of 750, the fineness of the
solder must not be less than 740.

vi) If the article is white gold of a fineness of 750, the fineness of the solder must not be less
than 585.

vii) In the manufacture of jewellery in which the solder used cannot meet the abov specification
[a) to e)], the solder used may be of any fineness provided that the one article contains not
less than the stated mass of pure gold.

viii) In the manufacture of machine-made chains the solder used may be without gold content
provided that any individual soldered link in the chain, or any length of chain, contains not
less than the stated mass of pure gold.

xi) In the manufacture of jewellery in-set with diamond and gem stones, where more than one
type of solder has to be used in one article, the solder used may be of any fineness
provided that the one article contains not less than the stated mass of pure gold.

b) For silver article
The fineness of the solder shall not be less than 650.

c) For platinum article
Solder for platinum shall contain at least 995 parts per thousand of a combination of gold,
silver, platinum or palladium subject to a minimum gold content of not less than 450 parts
per thousand.

d) For palladium article
Solder for palladium shall contain at least 995 parts per thousand of a combination of gold,
silver, platinum or palladium subject to a minimum gold content of not less than 450 parts

per thousand.

Solder of a fineness less than that of the article should not be used for strengthening, weighting
or filling purposes.
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