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NATIONAL FOREWORD

This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Technical Committee on Textiles and Textile
Products under the authority of the Chemicals and Materials Industry Standards Committee.

This Malaysian Standard is identical with ISO 5084:1996, Textiles – Determination of
thickness of textiles and textile products, published by the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO), which has the same title. The text of the International Standard is
recommended for publication as a Malaysian Standard without deviation. However, for the
purpose of this Malaysian Standard, the following apply:

a) in the source text, "this International Standard" should read "this Malaysian
Standard"; and

b) the comma which is used as a decimal sign (if any), to read as a full point.

References to International Standards should be replaced by equivalent Malaysian Standards
as follows:

Referenced International Standards Corresponding Malaysian Standards

ISO 139:1973, Textiles – Standard
atmospheres for conditioning and testing

MS ISO 139:1995, Textiles – Standard
atmospheres for conditioning and testing

ISO 10012-1:1992, Quality assurance
requirements for measuring equipment –
Part 1: Metrological confirmation system for
measuring equipment

MS ISO 10012-1:1994, Quality assurance
requirements for measuring equipment –
Part 1: Metrological confirmation system for
measuring equipment

This Malaysian Standard cancels and replaces MS 55: Part 4:1972, Method for the
determination of  thickness of woven textile fabrics.

Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal
obligations.

NOTE.  IDT on the front cover indicates an identical standard, i.e. a standard where the technical content, structure,
wording and presentation of a Malaysian Standard is exactly the same as in an International Standard or is identical
in technical content and it may contain the minimal editorial changes specified in clause 4.2 of the ISO/IEC Guide 21.
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Foreword 

IS0 (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide 
federation of national standards bodies (IS0 member bodies). The work 
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through IS0 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for 
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be 
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. IS0 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are 
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International 
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting 
a vote. 

International Standard IS0 5084 was prepared by Technical Committee 
I SO/TC 38, Textiles. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition 
(IS0 5084:1977), which has been technically revised. 

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard. Annex B is 
for information only. 

0 IS0 1996 
All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this publication may be reproduced 
or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
microfilm, without permission in writing from the publisher. 
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Case Postale 56 l CH-121 1 Geneve 20 l Switzerland 
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Textiles - Determination of thickness of textiles and 
textile products 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies a method for the 
determination of the thickness of textiles and textile 
products when under a specified pressure. It is not 
applicable to textile floor coverings, nonwovens, 
geotextiles and coated fabrics for which specific 
International Standards exist (see annex B). 

2 Normative references 

The following standards contain provisions which, 
through reference in this text, constitute provisions 
of this International Standard. At the time of publi- 
cation, the editions indicated were valid. All standards 
are subject to revision, and parties to agreements 
based on this International Standard are encouraged 
to investigate the possibility of applying the most re- 
cent editions of the standards indicated below. 
Members of IEC and IS0 maintain registers of cur- 
rently valid International Standards. 

IS0 139: 1973, Textiles - Standard atmospheres for 
conditioning and testing. 

IS0 10012-I : 1992, Quality assurance requirements 
for measuring equipment - Part I: Metrological 
confirmation system for measuring equlpmen t. 

3 Definition 

For the purposes of this International Standard, the 
following definition applies. 

3.1 thickness of a textile: Perpendicular distance 
between two reference plates exerting a pressure of 
1 kPa or less on the textile. 

4 Principle 

The thickness of a specimen is measured as the dis- 
tance between the reference plate on which the 
specimen rests and a parallel circular presser-foot that 
exerts a specified pressure on the area of the textile 
under test. 

A test specimen is placed between two reference 
plates which exert a known pressure on the speci- 
men. The perpendicular distance between the refer- 
ence plates is measured and recorded after a 
specified time. 

5 Apparatus 

5.1 Thickness tester 

The confirmation system for the thickness tester shall 
comply with IS0 IOOIZ-1. The thickness tester shall 
incorporate (or be equipped with) the following el- 
ements. 

5.1.1 Interchangeable presser-feet, of area appro- 
priate to the type of fabric to be tested. 

The recommended pressure-foot area for the test is 
(2 000 + 20) mm’, corresponding to a circular 
presser-foot of diameter (50,5 + 0,2) mm (see also - 
annex A). If other test areas have to be used, this 
shall be agreed by the interested parties and shall be 
stated in the test report. 

5.1.2 Reference plate, with a plane upper surface 
of diameter at least 50 mm greater than that of the 
presser-foot (5.1.1). 

5.1.3 Means for moving the presser-foot (in a di- 
rection normal to the upper surface of the reference 
plate), so that its bearing surface is maintained hori- 
zontal and parallel to the upper surface of the refer- 
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ence plate (5.12) and so that pressures of 
(1 + 0,Ol) kPa and (0,l + 0,001) kPa can be applied - - 
to a test specimen supported on the plate (see 
annex A). 

5.1.4 Thickness gauge, capable of registering the 
distance between the bearing surface of the presser- 
foot (5.1 .I) and the reference plate (5.1.2) to an ac- 
curacy of 0,Ol mm. 

specified pressure on the reference plate, and set the 
thickness gauge (5.1.4) to read zero. An applied 
pressure of (1 + 0,Ol) kPa is recommended. - 

8.2 Raise the presser-foot and position the sample 
or test specimen, without tension and distortion, on 
the reference plate so that no part of the area to be 
measured is closer than 150 mm to the selvedge. 
Ensure that the area chosen for the test is free from 
creases. 

5.2 Stopwatch. 

6 Atmosphere for conditioning and 
testing 

The textile samples shall be conditioned and the test 
conducted in the standard atmosphere for condition- 
ing and testing of textiles specified in IS0 139. 

7 Sampling, selection and conditioning 
of specimens 

71 . Take 
appro priate 

samples in one of the following ways, as 

a) in accordance with the directi 
evant material specif ica tion; 

ons given in the rel- 

b) if such directions are not included in the material 
specification, in accordance with the procedure 
agreed upon by the parties interested in the test 
results. 

7.2 Select test areas for samples in accordance 
with clause A.3. For fabrics which are sensitive to 
deformation, e.g. certain knitted fabrics, cut test 
specimens in accordance with clause A.3. If wide- 
width fabrics cannot be handled without distortion, 
cut test specimens. 

7.3 Condition the samples or test specimens in the 
relaxed state until equilibrium is reached with the 
standard atmosphere for testing. 

NOTE 1 It is recommended to condition the samples at 
least for 16 h in the relaxed state. 

8 Procedure 

8.1 Clean the presser-foot (5.1.1) and the reference 
plate (5.1.2). Check that the presser-foot shaft moves 
freely. Load the presser-foot to exert the appropriate 

8.3 Lower the presser-foot gently onto the speci- 
men and note the gauge reading after (30 + 5) s. 

8.4 Determine, in accordance with the procedure in 
8.2 and 8.3, the thickness of at least five different 
areas on the sample or at least five test specimens 
(see annex A). 

9 Expression of results 

Calculate the arithmetic mean of the measurements 
determined in accordance with clause 8 to an accu- 
racy of 0,Ol mm. Calculate the coefficient of variation 
to the nearest 0,l % and the 95 % confidence limits 
to the nearest 0,Ol mm. 

IO Test report 

The test re 
formation: 

port shall include at least the following in- 

a) statement that the test was conducted in accord- 
ance with this International Standard, and date of 
test; 

b) description of the fabric; width of narrow fabrics, 
if relevant; 

c) area of the presser-foot used; 

d) 

e) 

applied pressure; 

number of tests; 

f) thickness of the textile or textile product, pre- 
sented as the arithmetic mean, expressed in 
millimetres and, if required, the coefficient of 
variation expressed as a percentage and the 
95 % confidence limits, expressed in millimetres 
(see clause 9); 

g) any deviation, by agreement or otherwise, from 
the procedure specified, and the reasons for this. 
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Annex A 
(normative) 

Test area position and alternatives for presser-foot area and applied 
pressure 

A.1 Presser-foot A.2 Applied pressure 

If the test area of the presser-foot recommended in 
5.1 .I is not used, then use one of the following: 

If the pressure recommended in 8.1 is not used, then 
use (0,l + 0,001) kPa, e.g. for raised, pile or loop 
fabrics and certain knitted fabrics. 

- for narrow fabrics, e.g. usable width less than 
50 mm, test area (100 + 1) mm* corresponding 
to a circular presser-foot of diameter 
(II,28 + 0,05) mm; - 

- for other fabrics, test area (10 000 + 100) mm* - 

A.3 Test areas 

The position of test areas or test specimens on the 
textile sample is shown in figure A.1 . 

corresponding to a circular presser-foot of diam- 
eter (112,84 + 0,5) mm. - 
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150 min. r; - 

Figure A.1 - Position of test areas or test specimens 
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Annex B 
(informative) 
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