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FOREWORD 
 
 
This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Technical Committee on Food Packaging 
under the authority of the Industry Standards Committee on Food, Food Products and Food 
Safety.  
 
Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal 
obligations. 
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Symbol for plastic products in contact with food - General guidelines 
 
 

1 Scope 
 
The purpose of this Malaysian Standard is to provide a uniform symbol that shall accompany 
plastic materials and articles that meet the requirements of MS 2234. 
 
 

2  Normative references 
 
The following normative references are indispensable for the application of this standard. For 
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of 
the normative references (including any amendments) applies: 
 
MS 2234, Plastic materials and articles intended to come into contact with food 
 
Food Act 1983 and Food Regulations 1985 
 
European Commission Directive 2002/72/EC, 6 August 2002 Relating to plastic materials and 
articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs  
 
 

3 Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this criteria standard, the following definitions apply: 
 
3.1 food contact 

Food contact are plastic materials and articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs, 
including packaging materials, also cutlery, dishes, containers etc. 

 
3.2 traceability 
 
Traceability is the ability to trace and follow a material or article through all stages of manufacture, 
processing and distribution.  
 
 

4 Requirements for certification 
 
Criteria below shall be met before reproducing the symbol on the products 
 
4.1 The labelling, advertising and presentation of a material or article shall not mislead the 
consumers. 
 
4.2 The requirements also shall be in compliance with the Food Act 1983 and Food Regulations 
1985. 
 
4.3 In compliance with MS 2234 in which inclusive of test report and/or self-declaration. 
 
4.4 The traceability of materials and articles shall be ensured in order to facilitate control, the 
recall of defective products, consumer information and the attribution of responsibility. 
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4.5 Adequate labelling or identification to ensure traceability of the material or article. 
 
 

5 Use of symbol 
 
5.1 The symbol shall be clear and visible and it shall be possible to reproduce it on 
materials and articles or on other media under the best possible technical conditions. The 
symbol may appear on wholesale or retail packaging or on the product itself. 
 
5.2 Materials and articles, which are not yet in contact with food when placed on the market, 
shall be accompanied by: 
 
a) the symbol ‘for food contact’ and bear this MS number and the respective company 

registration number, as reproduced in Annex A; and 
 
b) if necessary, special instructions to be observed for safe and appropriate use; 
 
 

6 Compliance 
 
Upon testing, when each of the samples is found to conform to the requirements specified in 
the standard, the lot, batch or consignment from which the samples have been drawn shall be 
deemed to comply with this standard. 
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Annex A 
 

Symbol 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS: 2453 
Registration No.: XXXX 



MS 2453:2012 

4  © STANDARDS MALAYSIA 2012 - All rights reserved 

 
 
 
 

Bibliography 
 
 

[1] ASEAN Cosmetic Directive, Annex IV Part 1, 2. 
(www.aseancosmetics.org/docdocs/directive). 

 
 

[2]  Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004, European Commission Directive 89/109/EEC, 27 Oct 
2004 Materials and articles intended to come into contact with foodstuffs 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



© STANDARDS MALAYSIA 2012 - All rights reserved 

 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
 
Member of Technical Committee on Food Packaging 
 
Haji Jamal Khair Hashim (Chairman) Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Ms Irma Munirah (Secretary) SIRIM Berhad 
Mr Noh Nik Wan Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority 
Mr Mohd Ariff Wahid/Mr Md Yazid Md .Ali 
 

Malaysian Agricultural Research and 
Development Institute 

Ms Nor Azina Yahaya/Ms Joyce Ting 
 

Malaysian Packaging Manufacturers 
Association 

Ms Ruhana Abdul Latif Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Ms Lok Mei Mei 
Ms Mohana Priya 

Packaging Research Centre 
Malaysian Association of Standards Users 

Dr Mohd Yusof Maskat 
 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Copyright 2012 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilised in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and 
microfilm, without permission in writing from the Department of Standards Malaysia. 


