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Standards are aligned to or are adoption of international standards. Approval of a standard 
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regulations, local by-laws or any other similar ways. 
 
For the purposes of Malaysian Standards, the following definitions apply: 
 
Revision:   A process where existing Malaysian Standard is reviewed and updated which 
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of the MS, for example minor printing errors. 
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FOREWORD

This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Working Group on Implementation of WMI
and WPMI under the authority of the Road Vehicles Industry Standards Committee.

These guidelines are intended to introduce a uniform system for the implementation of the
assignment of world manufacturer identifier (WMI) and world parts manufacturer identifier

(WPMI) codes in Malaysia.

This guidelines shall be used in conjunction with the following Malaysian Standards:

a) MS ISO 3779, Road vehicles – Vehicle identification number (VIN) – Content and
structure;

b) MS ISO 3780, Road vehicles – World manufacturer identifier (WMI) code; and

c) MS ISO 4100, World parts manufacturer identifier (WPMI) code.

Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal

obligations.
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ROAD VEHICLES – GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
ASSIGNMENT OF WORLD MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIER (WMI) CODES

FOR VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (VIN) SYSTEMS AND FOR
WORLD PARTS MANUFACTURER IDENTIFIER (WPMI) CODES

1. Scope

This Malaysian Standard specifies the guidelines relating to the requesting and assignment of
the WMI codes and WPMI codes in Malaysia according to MS ISO 3780 and MS ISO 4100

and for the maintenance of the master assignment lists and files.

2. Referenced documents

The following referenced documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text,

constitute provisions of this Malaysian Standard.  For dated references, subsequent
amendments to or revisions of, any of these publications do not apply.  However parties to
agreements based on this Malaysian Standard are encouraged to investigate the possibility of

applying the most recent editions of the referenced documents.  For undated references, the
latest edition of the document referred to applies.

MS ISO 3779, Road vehicles – Vehicle identification number (VIN) – Content and structure

MS ISO 3780, Road vehicles – World manufacturer identifier (WMI) code

MS ISO 4100, World parts manufacturer identifier (WPMI) code

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this Malaysian Standard, the following definitions shall apply.

3.1 International agency

The agency designated by the International Organization for Standardization as being
responsible for the assignment of the first two characters of the WMI codes and the WPMI

codes to each country having vehicle manufacturers and/or vehicle parts manufacturers.

3.2 National organisation

The organisation, other than a manufacturer of vehicles, which has been designated to assign
the WMI codes and WPMI codes to manufacturers of vehicles and/or related parts.

3.3 Manufacturer

A person, firm, or corporation under whose responsibility a vehicle has been assembled to
form a unit which is ready for operation; the manufacturer is responsible for the uniqueness of
the VIN.  It may also include franchise holder.
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4. Procedures

4.1 Designation of national organisation

In Malaysia, the Department of Standards Malaysia has been designated as the national

organisation for WMI and WPMI assignment.

4.2 Assignment of WMI and WPMI country codes

4.2.1 The national organisation of each country having vehicle manufacturers and/or
vehicle parts manufacturers will request from the international agency the first two characters

of the codes to be assigned to the country.

4.2.2 Requests for these codes shall indicate how many manufacturer codes are required

and the number that may be required for future use.

4.2.3 The international agency will assign a sequential series of two – character codes to

each country according to MS ISO 3780 and MS ISO 4100 and sufficiently large enough to
provide for future needs of the country.  A two-digit code allows the creation of 32 WMI and
1024 WPMI codes.

4.3 Manufacturer’s request for WMI code (3 characters)

4.3.1 A vehicle manufacturer will request WMI code from the Department of Standards
Malaysia by providing the following information:

a) name and address of the manufacturer;

b) category, or categories, of vehicle(s) to be manufactured; and

c) annual planned production volume(s).

4.3.2 The assignment of the WMI code will be based on the following criteria:

a) if a manufacturer produces only one make of vehicles, it will only be assigned with

one code;

b) if a manufacturer produces several makes of vehicles, it will be assigned with several

codes depending on the number of makes of vehicles; and

c) if more than one manufacturer produce the same make of vehicles, each individual

manufacturer will be assigned with a different code.

4.4 Manufacturer’s request for WPMI codes (4 characters)

4.4.1 A vehicle manufacturer who also produces vehicle parts shall use his assigned WMI
code plus the numeral ‘0’ in the fourth position to designate his WPMI code.  If the WMI code

has a ‘9’ in the third position (designating the manufacturers producing less than 500 vehicles
per year) the manufacturer shall request the Department of Standards Malaysia to assign the
character for use in the fourth position of the WPMI (excluding the numeral ‘0’).

4.4.2 A vehicle parts manufacturer who is not also a vehicle manufacturer shall request a
WPMI code from the Department of Standards Malaysia by providing the following

information:
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a) name and address of the manufacturer; and

b) types of parts for road vehicles to be manufactured.

4.4.3 A unique WPMI code will be assigned to a manufacturer.

4.5 WMI and WPMI code assignments

4.5.1 The Department of Standards Malaysia shall assign upon request a code from the
allotment of unregistered codes available to the country.

4.5.2 When the third character in the WMI is the number 9, which identifies a manufacturer
producing fewer than 500 vehicles per year, the three-character manufacturer’s code, found
in the VIS (Vehicle indicator section), will be assigned according to MS ISO 3780.

4.5.3 If a manufacturer who is assigned a WMI or WPMI code becomes involved in a
merger acquisition, the following evaluation and the criteria specified in 4.3.2 and 4.4.3 should

be used to determine the necessity of assigning a new code or codes.  The final decision
resides with the Department of Standards Malaysia.

a) If the manufacturer’s name is changed in substance, a new code is recommended.

b) If the manufacturer’s name is not changed and the product maintains its total identity

for such purposes as registration, licensing, tilting and government approval, the
assigned code need not be changed.

NOTE. The existing code may still be used provided the permission from the manufacturer to whom the code is
assigned has been granted.

5. Management and retention of code files

5.1 The Department of Standards Malaysia as the national organisation shall forward a
copy of each assigned and registered WMI and WPMI code to the international agency
(including manufacturer’s name, address and categories of vehicles or types of vehicles parts

he will be producing).

5.2 Department of Standards Malaysia is responsible for maintaining a master file of all

WMI and WPMI codes assigned within its jurisdiction and for ensuring that once a code is
assigned to a manufacturer, it will not be reassigned until 30 years after the code has been
cancelled by the manufacturer (i.e. no longer in production).

5.3 The information shall be publicly available.

5.4 Each manufacturer is required to notify the Department of Standards Malaysia, which
in turn will notify the international agency, when the use of a WMI code or WPMI code has
been definitively terminated.
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6. Publication issued by national organisation

Annually or upon request, the Department of Standards Malaysia will publish the following
information:

a) listing of WMI codes by manufacturer;

b) the known termination of use of WMI codes by manufacturer;

c) listing of WPMI codes by manufacturer; and

d) the known termination of use of WPMI codes by manufacturer.
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