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FOREWORD 
 
 
This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Technical Committee on Animal Feeding 
Stuffs under the authority of the Agricultural Industry Standards Committee. 
 
This Malaysian Standard is the fourth revision of MS 20 Specification for poultry feeds.  
 
Major modifications in this revision are as follows: 
 
a) amendments on the types of feed in clause 3;  
 
b) amendments on the data in Table 1 and Table 2; and 
 
c) addition of Arginine in Table 1. 
 
This Malaysian Standard cancels and replaces MS 20:1999. 
 
Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal 
obligations. 
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POULTRY FEEDS - SPECIFICATION 
(FOURTH REVISION) 

 
 

1. Scope 
 
This Malaysian Standard prescribes the specifications for chicken (Gallus domesticus) feeds, 
whether these are in the form of mash, crumbles or pellets. 
 
 

2. Normative references 
 
The following normative references are indispensable for the application of this standard. For 
dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of 
the normative reference (including any amendments) applies. 
 
MS ISO 6498:1996, Animal feeding stuffs - Preparation of test samples. 
 
The Feed Additives Compendium, Miller Publisher, Co, Minnesota USA, 1998, 
 
Current Good Manufacturing Practices Ref. No 32/4/97, Department of Veterinary Services. 
 
 

3. Types 
 
The material shall be of the following types: 
 
3.1 Poultry starter feed

* 

 
Poultry starter feed shall be a diet to be fed to the layer and breeder chicks from day old up to 
the age of 6 to 8 weeks. 
 
3.2 Poultry grower feed

* 

 
Poultry grower feed shall be a diet to be fed to layer and breeder growers from 6 or 8 to 16 
weeks. 
 
3.3 Poultry layer feed 
 
Poultry layer feed shall be a diet to be fed to laying birds from the age of circa 17 weeks or 
point of lay onwards. 
 
3.4 Broiler breeder feed 
 
Broiler breeder feed shall be a diet to be fed to broiler breeder birds from the age of circa 17 
weeks or point of lay. 
 
 
 
 
* This is a general guideline whereby in feeding practices in the field, the cut-off point for starter or grower depends 
on the breed in question and as per feeding practices recommended by suppliers of the breed in their nutrition 
management guide 
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3.5 Poultry layer breeder feed 
 
Poultry layer breeder feed shall be a diet to be fed to poultry layer breeder birds from the age 
of circa 17 weeks or point of lay.  
 
3.6 Male broiler breeder feed 
 
Male broiler breeder feed shall be a diet to be fed to male broiler breeder birds during 
production when separate sex feeding is practiced. 
 
3.7 Broiler starter feed 
 
Broiler starter feed shall be a diet to be fed to meat birds from day old up to the age of 21 
days. 
 
3.8 Broiler grower feed 
 
Broiler grower feed shall be a diet to be fed to meat birds from the age of 21 days onwards till 
marketing. 
 
3.9 Broiler finisher feed 
 
Broiler finisher feed shall be a diet to be fed to meat birds from the age of 21 days onwards till 
marketing.  
 
3.10 Broiler withdrawal feed 
 
Broiler withdrawal feed is a grower or finisher feed with the same nutrient specifications 
shown in table 1 and fed to meat birds 3 to 7 days before marketing depending on the type of 
feed additives used as specified in the Feed Additives Compendium and Current Good 
Manufacturing Practices. 
 
 

4. Quality requirements 
 
4.1 General 
 
The feed shall be free from rancidity, musty odour, adulterants and harmful foreign matter. 
Limits of feed additives residues shall not exceed those prescribed by the legislation currently 
in force in Malaysia. 
 
4.2 Ingredients 
 
4.2.1 The ingredients shall be ground and the ready mixed feed shall be in the form of 
mash, crumbles or pellets. 

 
4.2.2 If the feed is in the form of pellets, it shall be such that poultry feed has a pellet 
diameter not exceeding 4 mm. 
 
4.2.3 The material shall also conform to the requirements in Table 1. In addition the 
material (where appropriate) should meet the requirements stated in Table 2. 
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5.  Packaging and marking 
 
5.1  Packaging 
 
The feed shall be packed in bags or delivered in bulk containers. The mouth of each bag shall 
be securely stitched. In the case of bulk deliveries, the delivery outlet of the bulk tanker has to 
be sealed after loading. 
 
5.2  Marking 
 
The following information shall be clearly displayed on each bag: 
 
a)  type of the poultry feed; 
 
b)  name of the manufacturer; 
 
c)  batch or code number; 
 
d)  nett weight in kg; 
 
e)  date of manufacture; 
 
f)  name and level of feed additives used (if any); 
 
g)  guaranteed proximate analysis; and 
 
h)  special instruction on withdrawal feed. 
 
NOTE. In case of bulk deliveries, the same markings shall be printed/clipped to the invoice when the feed is delivered 
to the farm. 

 
 

6.  Sampling 
 
Method of sampling shall be drawn according to the method prescribed in the Malaysian 
Standard MS ISO 6498:1996 - Animal feeding stuffs - Preparation of test samples. 
 
 

7.  Certification 
 
Each product, may by arrangement with a recognised certification body, be marked with the 
certification mark of that body, provided the product conforms to the requirements of the 
Malaysian Standard. 
 
 

8.  Compliance 
 
When on testing, each of the samples is found to conform to the requirements specified in this 
Malaysian Standard the lot, batch or consignment from which the samples have been drawn 
shall be deemed to comply with this Standard. 
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