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FOREWORD

This Malaysian Standard was developed by the Working Group on Table Cutlery under the
authority of the Consumer Products and Safety Industry Standards Committee.

This standard was developed in response to the need to set minimum standards on the quality

and sizes of cutlery available in the market.

This Malaysian Standard is published in two parts. The other part is as follows:

Specification for table cutlery: Part 2: Performance requirements.

In the development of this standard, the following referenceswere referred to:

ISO 8442-1:1977, ‘Materials and articles in contact with foodstuffs - Cutlery and table hollow

are - Part 1: Requirements for cutlery for the preparation of food.’

ISO 448: 1977, ‘Cutlery and flatware — Nomenclature’.

Compliance with a Malaysian Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal
obligations.

(iii)
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SPECIFICATION FOR TABLE CUTLERY:
PART 1: GENERAL

1. Scope

This Malaysian Standard specifies the dimensions for cutlery that is intended for use at the
dining table. It includes table spoons, table forks, table knives, dessert spoons, dessert forks
dessert knives, soup spoons and tea spoons.

This standard is specific to Malaysian type of cuisine and the cutlery arrangement is
prescribed in the Muhibbah set given in Appendix A.

This standard is applicable to stainless steel cutlery and silver-plated nickel-silver or silver-
plated stainless steel cutlery. It does not cover cutlery made of precious metals, aluminium,
non-stainless steel or that made entirely of nickel-silver nor does it cover gold-plated or
chromium-plated cutlery or that with non-metal handles.

2. Definitions

For the purposes of this Malaysian Standard, the following definitions apply.

2.1 Spoon

Utensil consisting of a handle and a hollow part known as the bowl.

2.2 Fork

Utensil consisting of a handle and a shoulder with several prongs.

2.3 Knife

Utensil consisting of a handle and one blade.

2.4 Place settings

Each and everyone sitting at the table will have his/her own set of cutlery. This includes such
pieces as table spoons, table forks, table knives, dessert spoons, dessert forks , dessert
knives, tea spoons and soup spoons.

3. Shape and Dimensions

The shape and dimensions of the cutlery shall be in accordance with the illustrated diagrams
in Figure 1 and the respective tables below:

I
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Table IA. Dimensions of table spoon

Nominal measurement (mm)
172
52

difference between A and
37

B

Nominal measurement (mm)
195
60

Tolerance (mm)

±3
±5

Table 2A. Dimensions of table fork

Symbol
A
B
C
D

difference between A and B
26 ±2

Table 3A. Dimensions of table knife

Symbol Nominal measurement (mm) Tolerance (mm)
A 216 ±5

B 110 ±5

C difference between A and B -

Symbol Nominal measurement (mm) Tolerance (mm)
A 195 ±3
B 60 ±5
C difference betweenAandB -

D 41 ±2

Table I B. Dimensions of dessert spoon

Symbol
A
B
C
D

Tolerance (mm)
±2
±2

±2

Symbol
A
B
r

D

Nominal measurement (mm)
172

Table 2B. Dimensions of dessert fork

52

Tolerance (mm)

difference between A and B
23

±2
±2

±2

2
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Table 3B. Dimensions of dessert knife

Symbol Nominal measurement (mm) Tolerance (mm)
A 188 ±5
B 105 ±5
C difference between A and B -

Table 4. Dimensions of soup spoon

Symbol Nominal measurement (mm) Tolerance (mm)
A 162 ±2
B 45 ±2
C difference between A and B -

D 45 ±1

Table 5. Dimensions of teaspoon

Symbol Nominal measurement (mm) Tolerance (mm)
A 135 ±2
B 43 ±2
C difference between A and B -

D 28 ±1

3



MS 1458: 1999

IC Knife

cH

-~

Figure 1. Illustrations showing the basic design of cutlery
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Appendix A
(Informative)

Muhibbah Set

The concept of Muhibbah set is defined as follows:

Muhibbah set menu for the Malaysian cuisine is served in a silver dome with five
compartments, resting on warmer stand, lighted with candles. The dome is pre-set in the
centre of the table. The basic place settings for the table is as follows:

a) from the outer most right side, moving inwards -soup spoon, dessert spoon then table

knife;

b) from the left side - table fork;

c) on the top of the setting- dessert spoon then the dessert fork;

d) water goblet is placed 3cm above the tip of the table knife;

e) coffee cup set (consist of a cup, saucer and tea spoon) is placed above the dessert
fork and spoon;

f) folded napkin is placed in the centre of the setting, facing the diner; and

g) dessert cutlery varies according to the type of dessert served.

5
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be used only by those li censed under the certification marking scheme operated by SIRIM 
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INSTITUT STANDARD DAN PENYELIDIKAN PERINDUSTRIAN MALAYSIA

Institut Standard dan Penyelidikan Perindustrian Malaysia (SIRIM) telah ditubuhkan hasil dan cantuman Institut
Piawaian Malaysia (SIM) dengan Institut Negara bagi Penyelidikan Sains dan Perusahaan (NISIR) di bawah
Undang-Undang Malaysia Akta 157 pada l6hb. September 1975:Akta Institut Standard dan Penyelidikan
Perindustrian Malaysia (Perbadanan) 1975. Institut mi diletakhak dengan kuasa untuk memamju dan
menjalankan penyelidikan perindustrian dan untuk menyedia dan memajukan standard-standard bagi barangan-
barangan, proses-proses, amalan-amalan dan perkhidmatan-perkhidmatan; dan bagi mengadakan peruntukan

bagi perkara-perkara yang bersampingan atau berkaitan dengan maksud-maksud itu.

Satu daripada tugas-tugas Institut mi adalah menyediakan Standard-Standard Malaysia dalam bentuk
penentuan-penentuan bagi bahan-bahan, keluaran-keluaran, kaedah-kaedah ujian, kod-kod amalan yang
sempurna dan selamat, sistem penamaan dan lain-lain. Standard-Standard Malaysia disediakan oleh
jawatankuasa-jawatankuasa perwakilan yang menyelaras keupayaan pengilang dan kecekapan pengeluaran
dengan kehendak-kehendak yang munasabah dan pengguna. Ia menuju ke arah mencapai kesesuaian bagi
maksud, memudahkan pengeluaran dan pengedaran, kebolehsalingtukaran gantian dan pelbagai pilihan yang
mencukupi tanpa pembaziran.

Standard-Standard Malaysia disediakan hanya setelah penyiasatan yang lengkap menujukkan bahawa sesuatu
projek itu disahkan sebagai yang dikehendaki dan berpadanan dengan usaha yang terlibat. Hasil ml berasaskan
persetujuan sukarela dan memberi pertimbangan kepada kepentingan pengeluar dan pengguna. Standard-
Standard Malaysia adalah sukarela kecuali is dimestikan oleh badan-badan berkuasa melalui peraturan-
peraturan, undang-undang persekutuan dan tempatan atau cara-cara lain yang sepertinya.

Institut mi beroperasi semata-mata berasaskan tanpa keuntungan. Ia adalah satu badan yang menerima bantuan
kewangan dan Kerajaan, kumpulan wang dan bayaran keahlian, hasil dan jualan Standard-Standard dan
terbitan-terbitan lain, bayaran-bayaran ujian dan bayaran-bayaran lesen untuk mengguna Tanda Pengesahan
SIRIM dan kegiatan-kegiatan lain yang berhubung dengan Penstandardan, Penyelidikan Perindustrian dan
Khidmat Perunding.

STANDARDS AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF MALAYSIA

The Standard and Industrial research Institute of Malaysia (SIRIM) is established with the merger of the
Standards Institution of Malaysia (SIM) and the National Institute for Scientific and Industrial Research (NISIR)

under the Laws of Malaysia Act 157 on ~ September 1975: Standards and Industrial Research Institute of
Malaysia ~(Incorporation)Act 1975. The Institute is vested with the power to provide for the promotion and
undertaking of industrial research and for the preparation and promotion of standards for commodities,
processes, practices and services; and to provide for matters incidental to or connected with those purposes.

One Of the functions of the Institute is to prepare Malaysian Standards in the form of specifications for materials
and products, methods of testing, codes of sound and safe practice, nomenclature, etc. Malaysian Standards are
prepared by representative committees which co-ordinate manufacturing capacity and production efficiency with
the user’s reasonable needs. They seek to achieve fitness for purpose, simplified production and distribution
replacement interchangeability, and adequate variety of choice withoutwasteful diversify.

Malaysian Standards are prepared only after a full enquiry has shown that the project is endorsed as a desirable
one and worth the effort involved. The work is based on voluntary agreement, and recognition of the community
of interest of producer and consumer. The use of Malaysian Standards is voluntary except in so far as they are
made mandatory by statutory authorities by means of regulations, federal and local by-laws or any other similar
ways.

The Institute operates entirely on a non-profits basis. It is a grant aided body receiving financial aid from the
Government, funds from membership subscriptions and proceeds from sales of Standards and other
publications, fees and licence fees for the use of SIRIM Certification Mark and other activities associated with
Standardization, Industrial Research and Consultancy Services.


